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are educated the less likely they are to be led away by inflamma-
tory writings.
There is, he maintains, no right to support: if a man cannot
live by his own exertions, or if a child cannot live by the exer-
tions of its parents, the community is under no obligation to
provide subsistence.
But as it appears clearly, both from theory and experience, that,
if the clgi™ were allowed, it would soon increase beyond the pos-
sibility of satisfying it; and that the practical attempt to do so
would involve the human race in the most wretched and univer-
sal poverty; it follows necessarily that our conduct, which denies
the right, is more suited to the present state of our being, than
our declamations which allow it
The great Author of nature, indeed, with that wisdom which
is apparent in all his works, has not left this conclusion to the
cold and speculative consideration of general consequences. By
making the passion of self-love beyond comparison stronger than
the passion of benevolence, he has at once impelled us to that
line of conduct, which is essential to the preservation of the
human race.
The advantages to the community which flow from individual
selfishness are repeatedly emphasized by Malthus; it is for this
reason that a beneficent Providence has made us all such egoists.
But the egoism that does good is of a special kind: it is prudent,
calculating, and self-restrained, not impulsive or thoughtless.
Malthus himself had three children in the first four years of his
marriage, and after that no more, owing, one presumes, to
'moral restraint*. Mrs Malthus's opinion of the principle of popu-
lation is not recorded*
Owing largely to Malthus, British Philosophical Radicalism,
unlike the Radicalism of all other ages and countries, laid more
stress on prudence than on any other virtue; it was cold at heart,
and hostile to the life of the emotions. At all points it was the
antithesis of romantic mediaevalism. Malthus was, of course,
bitterly attacked, but the attacks were all based on sentiment or
on orthodox religion. In repelling theological attacks he was in a
strong position, being himself a clergyman free from the remotest
suspicion of heresy. In repelling attacks based upon sentiment,
he had only to appeal to the patent facts as they existed in Eng-
land at that time. To his contemporaries, no reasoned refutation

